MARLBOROUGH
to high Court or Cabinet rank. He could almost certainly
have had Ministerial office himself, and perhaps, indeed,
declined it. There is a letter from him to Shrewsbury of
June 3, 1699, in which he says, "You will see the little
encouragement there is to meddle with anything, whilst so
much jealousy reigns.1
The Bill for the resumption of the Irish lands forced him
into a new antagonism with the King. Although his sister
Arabella benefited by them, he had always disapproved of
these grants, and no doubt his opinions were upon record.
He therefore moved forward with the Tory Party. We do
not know how far he went; but one rare gleam of light
shows the King and Marlborough in open tug-of-war. Lord
Lonsdale, Lord Privy Seal, was conducting the opposition
to the Bill in the Commons, " I have just learned," wrote
William to Bentinck (April 5, 1700),
from Dr Radcliffe, whom my Lord P. Seal has sent for, that he is
extremely ill, which is at this moment a terrible contretemps. I
fear he has " du spleene masle " [!]. If you can see him before you
go to the House, encourage him to continue with firmness what
he has so well begun. I did so myself yesterday evening; but
Milord Marlborough who dogs his footsteps [qui ne le quitte pas
d*unpas\ certainly intimidates him. If the Bill docs not now fall
in your House, I count all lost.2
The unfortunate Privy Seal died of his illness later in the year.
The course Marlborough adopted gave dissatisfaction to
both sides, " The feelings of the King," writes Archdeacon
Coxe,3 "were too much wounded to regard with indulgence
anyone who had favoured the obnoxious Bill; while the
victorious party stigmatized all who had not fully entered
into their measures, as enemies to the country," In January
1700 Vernon had written to Shrewsbury, " I think the cloud
which has been hanging over my Lord Marlborough [about
the Prince of Denmark's mortgage] is clearing up/* But the
1 Buccleuch Papers, H.M.C., ii, 622.
a Correspondence of William III and Portland (Royal Dutch Historical Society, 1927),
No. 23, letter 273.
3 Coxe, i, 102.   Coxe quotes several letters of Vernon to Shrewsbury which are
as yet unpublished.
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